
BALLYMAHON MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Ballymahon Municipal District held 
via Microsoft Teams on Thursday, 28th January 2021 at 4p.m. 

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​__________________________________________________________________________
LEAS CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor Mick Cahill.
MEMBERS PRESENT:

Councillors – Mark Casey,
Pat O’Toole and Paul Ross. 
IN ATTENDANCE: 


Mr. John McKeon, Director of Services.






Mr. Mark McNerney, Administrative Officer.





Mr. Paul Newell, Senior Executive Engineer.
APOLOGIES:


Councillor Gerard Farrell





Councillor Colm Murray
A/MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:

Ann Marie Mc Keon
ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor Pat O’Toole, seconded by Councillor Paul Ross, the Minutes of Meetings of Ballymahon Municipal District held on the 26th November 2020, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.
MATTERS ARISING.
None. 
DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS.
None.
MANAGEMENT REPORT - circulated.
Noted.
Councillor Paul Ross proposed, and Councillor Pat O’Toole seconded that a review of the 
retrofit in St. Matthews Park could be undertaken to include the private houses before the 
works commenced.
John Mc Keon stated that he will bring this request back to the Housing Section as it 
may have to be reviewed by the Strategic Infrastructure Strategic Policy Committee. 

R392 FORGNEY REALIGNMENT. ROUTE CORRIDOR OPTIONS PUBLIC 

CONSULTATION - BRIEFING OF THE ELECTED MEMBERS PRIOR TO THE 
COMMENCEMENT OF THE ROUTE OPTIONS PUBLIC CONSULTATION.
Postponed.
Consideration of Adoption of Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Planning and Development Regulations 2001) (as amended) in respect of the development of The Yard Village Hub, Abbeyshrule, Co. Longford - details attached
On the proposal of Councillor Mick Cahill seconded by Councillor Paul Ross it was unanimously agreed to adopt Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Planning and Development Regulations 2001) (as amended) in respect of the development of The Yard Village Hub, Abbeyshrule, Co. Longford, as circulated.

DRAFT MUNICIPAL DISTRICT REPORT FOR INCLUSION IN LONGFORD COUNTY COUNCIL 2020 ANNUAL REPORT – Circulated.
On the proposal of Councillor Pat O’Toole seconded by Councillor Paul Ross, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Municipal District Report for inclusion in Longford County Council 2020 Annual Report.  John Mc Keon stated that the comprehensive report was prepared by Mark and it shows the body of work done by the Municipal District in 2020.
ANNUAL DAFFODIL DAY – correspondence enclosed.
Request received from The Irish Cancer Society to light up landmarks and public buildings yellow on the 26th March 2021 - Annual Daffodil Day – to heighten awareness of Daffodil Day Campaign. 

It was proposed by all the members to light up the library in Ballymahon
NOTICES OF MOTIONS.

Footpath/Cycleway from Carrickboy Village to Ballycloughan Village
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Paul Ross and seconded by Councillor Mick Cahill -
“That Longford County Council seeks funding to install a footpath/Cycleway from Carrickboy Village to Ballycloughan Village to connect these two integrated communities.”
In response, Paul Newell stated this this proposal is 1.7 km long.  An estimated cost would be in the region of €700k, requiring land purchase, drainage, fencing and lighting. I have added it to the list of schemes for active travel funding and the Council will be notified of their allocation later in the year. 

Ardagh Mountain Walk.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Paul Ross and seconded by Councillor Mick Cahill -
“That Longford County Council seeks to connect the Ardagh Mountain walk down to Garrycam and into Drumming, Ballycloughan and connect back to Ardagh village by the Lyanmore Road. This would provide a fabulous tourist attraction for the area.”

In response Paul Newell stated that this will be referred to Regeneration Section for the possibility of funding under Outdoor Recreation Grants.

Car Parking at Newcastle Woods.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Mick Cahill and seconded by Councillor Pat O’Toole -

“That Longford County Council considers the provision of additional car parking to facilitate the increasing use of Newcastle woods for recreation.”
In response Paul Newell stated the success of the Newcastle woods pathway is evident by the increasing numbers of cars parking in the car park and overflowing onto the roadway.  There is an area of land that could be turned into a carpark subject to agreements and funding being made available of the L-1119. (as you turn from the R393 towards Center Parcs).  This area is connected to the Newcastle walks with an existing pathway – this request will be considered further. 
Willow Crescent Estate – Retrofit.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Pat O’Toole and seconded by Councillor Paul Ross -
“I call on Longford County Council to include the Willow Crescent Estate in Ballymahon (16 houses) for a complete retrofit as part of the Just Transition Fund 2021.”
Paul gave the following response received from the Housing Section -
The Midlands Energy Retrofit Programme commenced in 2020 and St. Matthew’s Park was the first estate in the Ballymahon MD to be considered for works under the Programme.  
The Energy Retrofit team in the Housing Section will consider Willow Crescent as part of the next phase of this €3.3 million retrofitting scheme of local authority-owned houses in the county. 
Public lighting on Royal Canal from Longford Bridge to Brannigan Harbour.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Pat O’Toole and seconded by Councillor Paul Ross -
“I call on Longford County Council to erect public lighting on a stretch of the Royal Canal from Longford Bridge to Brannigan Harbour this loop from Ballymahon Mart to Brannigan and back to town via the Longford Bridge is very popular with walkers and cyclists and public lighting would greatly enhance this facility.”
In response John Mc Keon replied as follows: -
‘This is a lengthy stretch and could prove to be cost prohibitive at this time. However, the feasibility of this will be examined by the Infrastructure Section with the possibility of Climate Change funding to provide solar power to any lighting here to be explored’.
Abbeyderg Cemetery.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Colm Murray and seconded by Councillor Mick Cahill -

“I call on Longford County Council to carry out emergency drainage works at the entrance to Abbeyderg Cemetery. Water and other substances are seeping from land in front of the cemetery and is depositing on the roadway at the gate to the graveyard. It has at times flowed into the cemetery and is a hazard for all road users.”

Paul Newell informed the members that the drainage issues will be addressed, and he will  liaise with the Environment Section regarding the other issues.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

     Ann Marie Mc Keon
Signed: _____________________
             Ann Marie McKeon,

             A/Meetings Administrator.
Confirmed and adopted at Ballymahon Municipal District Meeting held on the 
 25th March 2021.
                 Mick Cahill
Signed: _______________

             Leas Cathaoirleach.
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